go                  THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

I soon found out that to teach fourth-formers at
Eton was a far harder task than teaching a sixth
form at Marlborough: young Marlburians tended in
my day to be shy, and to regard a stranger with some
alarm: no such sentiment animated the young
ruffians among whom my lot was cast. Upper School
was a place as unfavourable as possible for discipline:
the room was very large, the desks very old and the
forms very shaky, A boy told to stand on one in-
variably fell off and usually upset much ink in doing
so. I had never had any disciplinary trouble before
and was for a time completely helpless. When in
later years I used to occupy the Head Master's room
next door, I chuckled as I remembered how Dr. Warre
had once said to me, in the kindest of manners, that
he thought he would have to move his Division else-
where if mine on the other side of the door persisted
in making such a din.

But it was very good practice, and I have always
felt that there was much to be said for the Eton
custom of making the youngest master begin at the
bottom: it was an illustration of the axiom juniores
ad labores which Dr. Warre habitually quoted when
assigning to his young masters some peculiarly loath-
some task.

Some, no doubt, will see in this confession of mine
a strong argument for a course of " pedagogy ": why
should parents pay to have their sons instructed by
a master quite incapable of maintaining order? I do
not wish to argue the general question whether teach-